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Programme Note
In Medias Res (Latin; “in the middle of things”) was written in 2014 for a workshop with Rolf Hind 
and CoMA. It is a single-movement piece for a solo pianist and ensemble. It consists of two main 
kinds of musical material; thick chords for the ensemble and keyboard, layered with further 
interventions for the piano and drum, and lighter, fast material mostly for the solo pianist with 
occasional interventions from the other parts of the ensemble. At one point I was trying to write a 
piece

The title comes from a conversation I had last year with Michael Finnissy, where he suggested that 
I concentrate on working on pieces from the middle, rather than trying to develop musical 
material from the beginning. Having tried this, I discovered with this piece that I was broadly 
happy with just the middle and that the piece didn’t really need a beginning or and end. Of such 
discoveries is efficient, Fordist compositional progress made.

Length
Around five minutes.

Biography
Colin Johnson in interested in a wide variety of compositional and musical activities, ranging from 
writing pieces of music-theatre and frameworks for improvisation through to straightforward 
music for acoustic instruments. The current piece is one of a number of pieces that have explored 
placing blocks of contrasting material in the same musical space, without any attempt to make a 
“musical argument” to join them. When not doing music he is active in research and teaching in 
computing and mathematics.

Practicalities
The piece is for solo pianist and a flexible, mixed ensemble including percussion and keyboard. 
The keyboard sound should be a continuous sound such as an organ style sound (a real organ 
could also take this part). The percussion part needs two wood-blocks or similar and a bass drum 
of some kind. The remainder of the ensemble is split into four parts, ideally of roughly equal size . 
Ensembles are encouraged to be pragmatic about how this is organised—they may choose to only 
have part of the ensemble playing for some parts of the piece, and to be flexible about octave 
transpositions of notes to fit the range of the instruments, etc. 



Copyright Note
All of the materials are © 2014 Colin G. Johnson. 

The music may be redistributed under the terms of the Creative Commons BY-NC-ND licence. In 
short, you are free to copy, distribute, display and perform the work, under the following 
conditions:  You must give the original author credit; You may not use this work for commericial 
purposes; You may not alter, transform, or build upon this work; For any reuse and distribution, 
you must make clear to others the licence terms of this work. Any of these conditions can be 
waived if you get permission from the copyright holder. Nothing in this licence impairs or restricts 
the author’s moral rights. This is a summary of the full licence text available at 
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/uk/legalcode

Contact Details
Colin Johnson, 4 Kirby’s Heights, Station Road West, Canterbury, Kent, CT2 8FB
Email: colingj@gmail.com
 Web: http://www.colinjohnson.me.uk/

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/uk/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/uk/legalcode
mailto:colingj@gmail.com
mailto:colingj@gmail.com
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